
Year 5: Autumn Term 1, 2026
Curriculum Overview 

English 

Science 

Grammar, spelling & Handwriting 

Mathematics 
Key Text:
The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling 

Reading 

To identify and 
discussing themes and
conventions in and
across a wide range of
writing. 
To make comparisons within and across books. To
ask questions to improve their understanding. To
draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 
To predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied. 

Writing 

To learn a text map using images, actions and other 
recall strategies. 
To unpick sentence and paragraph structures and 
replicate these in own writing. 
To identify the features of the setting toolkit and to 
develop examples of each feature in own writing. 
To identify audience and purpose when writing. 
To select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, un-

 
 

derstanding how such choices can change and en-
hance meaning. 
To use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs. 
To assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing. 
To identify features of an explanation text and use 
these in an independent explanation text. 

Grammar& Spelling 

To spell words with vowel exceptions 
To spell some words with ‘silent’ letters.
To spell words that contain ‘rce’ and ‘rse’
To spell words that contain ‘ent’ and ‘ant’
To spell words that contain ‘the suffix: ‘fy’ 

Forces
 *   To know and understand the work of Sir Isaac Newton. 

To examine the connection betweenair resistance and para
chutes. 
To explore factors which affect an object’s ability to resist water
and understand the act between moving surfaces. 
To investigate the effects of friction on different surfaces. 
To recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys
and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 
To explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth
because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and
the falling object. 

PenpalsHandwriting 

To understand sloped writing in letter 
families. 
To practice slopped writing by diagonally joining to the 
ascender in: th, sh, nb, nd, ht, st. 
To practice slopped writing without the ascender: ai, ay, 
kn, er, ie, en. 

Number: Place Value 

 
Number: Addition and Subtraction 

To add and subtract numbers mentally with 
increasingly large numbers. 
To add and subtract whole numbers with more 
than 4 digits, including using formal written
methods (columnar addition and subtraction). 
To use rounding to check answers to 
calculations and determine, in the context of a
problem, levels of accuracy. 
To solve addition and subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts, deciding which
operations and methods to use and why. 

 
recognise years written in Roman numerals . 

To read, write and represent numbers to 10,000, 
100,000 and 1,000,000 using a part-whole mod-
el, base 10 and counters. 
To use the power of 10 to understand multiply-
ing and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. 
To find 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 , 100,000 more or 
less than a given number. 
To partition numbers up to 1,000,000 and 
accurately place numbers on a number line. 
To order and compare numbers to at least 1 000 
000 and determine the value of each digit. 
To round any number up to 1 000 000 to the
nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000.

Multiplication and Division 

To use times table knowledge to find multiple of
numbers and distinguish common multiples of
two or more numbers. 
To understand factors of a number and find
common factors between two or more numbers. 

Reading Text: 
The Boy at the Back of
the Classroom 

To read Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and

Theme: Time for Tea 



Computing 

PE 

PSHE 

Music 

French 

Art & DT History: The East India
Company 

We Are Adventure Gamers
 

Football (Specialist PE)
To develop dribbling the ball with control. 
To be able to dribble the ball under pressure.
To develop first touch control. 

Exercise (Class PE) 
To take part in a range of fitness challenges to test 
and record their scores. 
Learn different components of fitness including 

speed, stamina, strength, coordination, balance and
agility. 
Swimming 

Stroke focus—front crawl, focusing on timing of 
strokes. 
Skill focus—understanding how to stroke count. 

Phonics & Core vocabulary

Design & Technology: Food Technology 

To carry out research about favourite
pizzas.
To plan, design and make a healthy pizza.
To evaluate the finished product. 

Year 5 begins with a focus on time signatures, where students

delve deeper into the rhythmic complexities of different metres.

This unit aligns with the curriculum's emphasis on reading

rhythmic notation. Building upon their previous knowledge of 2, 3

and 4 time, pupils explore new time signatures and more intricate

rhythms, setting the stage for more complex rhythmic notations

and ensemble performances in the coming terms and years.

Art: Painting & Mixed Media—Portraits 

To explore how a drawing can be developed.
To combine materials for effect. 
To identify the features of self-portraits. 
To develop ideas towards an outcome by 
experimenting with materials and techniques. 
To apply knowledge and skills to create a mixed-media 

To learn/revise French pronunciation for ch, ou, on and
oi To learn/revise French pronunciation 
for i, in, ique and ille 
To learn/revise French pronunciation for É, E, È, EAU 
and EUX 
To learn/revise numbers 1-100; different greetings; 
days of the week and months of the year 

History 
To understand the role of the East India Company in

Asia and Britain. 
To learn about the production and rise of the tea
trade. 
To understand the impact of trade, specifically related
to the East India Company. 
To use historical artefacts to build a picture of the past.
To understand the beginnings of the Commonwealth of

 
Nations. 

 

What’s So Good About Giving? 

Recall/describe Zakat practices in Islam 
that demonstrate charity and equality. 
Interpret texts from Islam and Christianity to define rea-

 sons for giving charity. 
Consider the different types of charity/giving (including 
reference to the 8 levels of Tzedakah from Judaism) and 
provide examples of these, considering why some are 
more generous/ valuable than others. 
Recall/describe features and activities in a gurdwara that 
demonstrate the importance of equality, service/sewa 
and charity in Sikhism, identifying similarities and 

differences to those in the mosque/Islam. 
Identify links between the above and the practice of giv-

 ing at Harvest in Christianity. 

What are the consequences of unhealthy and unfair 
relationships? 

Learning how PSHE helps us in the future 
Understand the characteristics of healthy and 

unhealthy relationships
Understand what peer pressure is 
Begin to understand different forms of discimination 

and how this affects people 
Learn about the role of an upstander 

Howtoplananon-linear presentation.

To create text as part of a presentation.

To add and edit images in a presentation. 

To use hyperlinks for navigation between the slides

of a presentation.

self-portrait.
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